ACL League Championship Match Report
Please check the box and/or complete the information 
Date: 5/19/2019                 Match# 6087        Match Time: 8.30AM / 11:30AM/ 2:30PM 
Home Team Name: VisionSoft Georgia Tigers Visiting Team Name: Generals
Umpiring Team Name: KNAV Mayhem 
1. Did the match start on time? NO a. If NO, What is the actual time match started? 8:50 AM
b. What is the reason for delay? Ground Setup not complete
2. Are there any incidents to report? YES 
3. Are there any highlights to report? YES
Generals won the toss and elected to bat first and scored 77 runs in 15 overs. Georgia Tigers scored 76 runs and lost the game by 1 run. 
When GT was batting in the 10th over Shiraz hit a shot all along the ground on the offside and ran a single with Manpreet. GT team started shouting that the ball went underneath the broken fence (less than 140 ft) and went out and then came back into the field by hitting the bench outside or something and then the fielder picked it up and threw it back. The first reaction of main umpire (Nikhil) was that there was no way the ball could have gone out from underneath that fence. The fence was bit curved towards inside that created a small opening, but it was still never enough for a ball to pass through as there were other barbed wires around it. And even if we go with the assumption that it had gone out, the ball coming back into the field in a split second was almost impossible, but that is what GT players claimed. From the main umpire’s view point he only saw that the fielder picked the ball after it rebounded from the fence from inside and threw it back. (We can share the pictures as needed) 
But GT team came out on the field and Siva, Parthi, Bhanu were very sure that it did go out and said it should be called a boundary. So, Nikhil (main umpire) checked the area and talked to the fielder (Koushik Mandal) who at first instance was not sure but later mentioned that may be the ball did go out of the fence and came back in. So, we umpires (Nikhil & Subu) decided to agree based on the fielder who was closest to all the action, that the ball did go out underneath and came back in. Now the next step was to decide whether this is a boundary or 2D. Since GT team was very sure that this should be called a boundary (based on their experience) and even we umpires at that instance felt that ball going out should be called a boundary decided to give this as a boundary, and was given a 4. But Generals team was not sure about this decision and wanted umpires to call the coordinator, check the rules and confirm. Since both teams wanted to get on with the game and did not want any further delays, we took 4 as a decision at that moment and decided to call the coordinator at the end of that over. 
But after 1 or 2 deliveries in the same 10th over, Parthi took our permission and came to the field with his phone and went to main umpire (Nikhil) showing the ACL rule and that it should have been called 2 runs and not 4. We thought it was a great gesture by Parthi and must be complimented although his team members were not entirely happy with him. But as decided earlier since that over was still in progress, we thought of calling the coordinator upon over completion. As soon as 10th over was completed, we stopped the game, called the weekend coordinator Bali and he confirmed that it was 2 and not a 4. And we were able to pull the right document from the ACL website which is the Grounds rules document where it clearly states - “Ball getting stuck in the fence 
o If the ball bounces and then gets stuck, passes through or goes under the fence (or gate), - 2 runs will be declared (2D) for Off Side Fence (from Point area to 140 ft mark) or after Leg side 80 ft mark” 
We also had T15 Team director, Rohit Nanda at the same ground as they had a game at 11:30 am, and we reconfirmed with him as well. So, to keep the game fair and as per the rule books, we corrected 4 runs that was given earlier to 2 runs at the end of the 10th over and apologized to both the teams immediately.  And we wanted to keep the game moving as there were 5 more overs to go and another game right after at the same ground and with this game starting late and the interruptions the next game was already getting delayed. Siva and Bhanu were clearly not happy about this change as it went against their team but since both batsmen (Manpreet And Shiraz) wanted to get on with the game, everyone decided to continue to play and correct 4 to 2 and play fairly. At that instance GT needed 35 to win off 30 balls with 5 wickets in hand. The game was well poised for a close finish. 
But fortunately, or unfortunately, it came to a point where GT needed 3 runs off the last ball and scored only 1 run, so lost the game by just 1 run at the end. And GT team felt that decision to change 4 runs to 2 runs in 10th over cost them the game and were disgruntled and dissatisfied at the end. And GT refused to accept the result and sign the scoresheet. We decided not to push them any further, did try to listen instead of countering them as emotions were high and just wanted to maintain some calm and peace and suggested if they wish to file complaint they are entitled to.
Overall it was a wonderful game and with a nail-biting finish. This incident did take away some gloss, but both the teams were equally strong and had an equal chance of winning this game. At no point it felt that one team was better than the other. Based on the above background and in all fairness, the umpires decision on verdict of the game is very clear and fair - Generals won this game by 1 run. And it should remain that way and we should not be exercising the executive committee or appeals committee much as the facts are well established and it was fair, hence suggestion would be to move on. 
Man of the Match (Recommendation): Rajesh

Umpire1 Name: Subbu Sastry Umpire 1 Signature: SS
Umpire2 Name: Nikhil Negandhi Umpire 2 Signature: NRN
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